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Making Connections |  by Gladys Perint Palmer

NEVER LET THE TRUTH GET IN 
THE WAY OF A GOOD STORY 
–MARK TWAIN

Go on, Google 
‘Sonam Kapoor 
and Gladys Perint 
Palmer.’ You’ll find 
67 stories, from The 
Times of India to an 
astonishing variety 
of publications, not 
counting dozens 
of copies, retweets, 
and more. In 
English, in German, 
in French, in 

Spanish, in Hindi, etc. You might be forgiven for 
thinking that the glamorous SK and the world 
famous GPP are great friends. Let me tell you what 
really happened. 

In January 2012 I was covering the Paris Haute 
Couture collections for a San Francisco publication, 
racing from one show to the next. I arrived at the 
Elie Saab presentation just in time to get into my 
third row aisle seat. Looking diagonally across to the 
adjoining section I glimpsed an exquisite creature 

sitting in the front row. I had no idea who she 
was but she was certainly Somebody, dripping in 
diamonds at 11 a.m., her gorgeous white gown 
glittering with beading, sequins and sparkling 
embroidery. I did a drawing. When the show was 
over, I squeezed nearer and asked 
for the name of the Indian 
beauty. I explained that 
my drawing might be 
used in an article. Shanti 
Sivaram, the assistant, 
was astonished, “She 
is Sonam Kapoor!” 
I had no idea who 
Sonam Kapoor was 
and furthermore we 
did not meet then or 
later or ever. This was 
two years before I visited 
India. I was not familiar 
with Bollywood stars and 
Bollywood fantasy.

The story of Spring/
Summer Paris Haute 
Couture was published 
in March, and the two 
line item about Sonam illustration by gladys perint palmer.

FIVE FACTS | Diane Baker 
Executive Director, School of Acting

1. Theater Meets 
Film: Our acting 
program gives 
equal focus to 
training for both 
theater and film, 
but our first 
priority is to give 
the young actor a 
foundation and a 
technique that will 
support their work 
in both mediums. 
Our goal is that 

upon graduation, students are able to compete for 
jobs in the theater and film industries.

2. World Class Facilities: When you step onto 
our sound stages, you will feel like you’re on a 
real film set, feeling the excitement of acting on 
a TV show or a feature film. Want to break into 
commercials or voice-overs? Look no further than 
our professional voice-over rooms and acting for 
commercial class. Or join the Play Production class 

and you have a 250 seat theater on our campus at 
Sutter and Mason Streets.

3. Professional Partnerships: Why wait to 
graduate before you start your career? From 
development to production, the School of Acting 
collaborates with the School of Motion Pictures 
& Television to create short films, features, and 
web series, and under my supervision, students 
can audition for a feature film every summer. The 
program recently made a film for Roger Corman’s 
New Horizons Picture Corp., to be distributed in 
the near future. 

4. Professional Feedback: Nothing prepares 
graduating students better than getting relevant 
industry feedback. Whether it’s a two-day casting 
seminar with top casting directors from L.A. or 
bringing in Hollywood directors to teach our 
students in the classroom, our team knows the 
business and what it takes to be a successful actor.  

5. Your Portfolio and the Demo Reel: So you just 
graduated, now what? We provide the tools to help 
make that transition. There is no stronger asset in 
the world of acting today than to have your ‘best’ 
work on a DVD, inclusive of your resumé and a 
headshot to give to agents, managers, producers 

and directors. Our professional editing staff will 
assemble and craft each student’s demo reel from 
their most marketable acting material. The last 
and most important class is the Audition Class, 
which will get you camera-ready for headshots, and 
ensure you’re prepared for on-the-spot readings. 
Lights, Camera, Action!

Diane Baker, actress, producer and teacher of acting 
was one of the first actresses to produce an Emmy 
Nominated Television series, ‘A Woman of Substance’ 
in which she also starred. Since signing a contract 
with Twentieth Century Fox Studios and starring 
in ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’ for Director George 
Stevens, she has gone on to be Emmy-Nominated 
as an actress, winning awards for her many TV 
documentaries and films. She starred in ‘The Journey 
to the Center of the Earth’ with James Mason; 
‘Marnie’ directed by Alfred Hitchcock, starring Sean 
Connery and Tippi Hedren; ‘Mirage’ with Gregory 
Peck, ‘The Prize’ with Paul Newman; ‘Silence of 
the Lambs’ with Anthony Hopkins; and one of her 
favorite films, ‘Nine Hours to Rama’ in India. 

She notes that her many visits to India gave her life 
a sense of meaning and purpose, and the friends 
she made there remain as strong as ever today.

Kapoor went viral. The internet exploded with tall 
tales. Here are just a few:

“What do Sonam Kapoor, French former First Lady 
Carla Bruni, Karl Lagerfeld, Jean Paul Gaultier and 
Kanye West have in common? The actress has given 

one more reason to make father feel proud of her. 
She now rubs shoulders with the above listed 

top cheese, as she is going to be immortalized 
by the world famous illustrator and writer 
Gladys Perint Palmer.”

“She is the first actress to bag a seat in 
the front row of Paris Fashion Week and 
she is also the first Bollywood celeb to 

get sketched by renowned illustrator 
Gladys Perint Palmer.”

Among all this hyperbole, there 
was one post that got it right: “In 
conversation with prolific fashion 
illustrator Gladys Perint Palmer 
... It turns out she unknowingly 
illustrated Sonam Kapoor.” I look 
forward, one day, to meeting the 
beautiful Sonam Kapoor and her 
canny publicist. 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT |  

Shaan Memon

Hometown: Ahmedabad, India

Prior Education: MIT Institute of Design

MFA in Motion Pictures & Television

Graduation Date: May 2017

Q: How are your professors/directors shaping your 
career and where you are today? 

A: In simple words I would say, I got what I longed 
for! Professor Jack Perez—I consider him as my 
guru. He taught me the film language from the 
roots and helped me develop my own visual style. I 
also feel Executive Director of the School of Acting, 
Diane Baker, is a wonderful woman. She makes sure 
I’m on the right path. I’m now confident enough to 
make multi-million dollar films. I’m in the process 
of making my first feature film and I’m very excited 
about it. 

Q: What inspires you? What inspires your creativity?

A: I consider myself a storyteller. I believe that the 
best thing to do as a human being on this earth is 
to gain knowledge and create. Understanding life 
and the universe has always been the main focus 
of my mind. One amazing way to gain knowledge 
is to share it. And the contemporary medium 
to communicate is films, which combines both 
audio and visual forms. So I read books, watch 
a lot of movies, travel, and communicate with a 
lot of people of different cultures and languages. 
Inspiration comes from anywhere; you just need to 
develop an eye to find it! 

Poojitha Kuraparthi 

Home State: Andhra Pradesh 

Prior Education: M.S. Ramaiah School of Architecture   

MFA Interior Architecture & Design 

Graduation Date: Spring 2018

Q: Can you share a bit about your life in India?

A: Back in India, I studied Architecture in 
Bangalore and went to music school for a year 
while I was freelancing. I was also running a non 
profit organization called Yacchathi which helped 
orphanages and old age homes. When I interned 
and freelanced, I took time away to travel and 
explore. I traveled to some of the most beautiful 
places in India and in the middle of all of it I 
discovered my passion for interiors. 

Q: Do you have any advice for new students coming 
from India to the Academy?

A: Coming to the Academy in San Francisco 
was something close to a miracle that came my 
way without much planning but this has, by far, 
been one of the most liberating and educating 
experiences of my life. When I first came here, 
far away from my home land, it was a bit of a 
challenge settling in, getting accustomed to 
a new place, new people and a new education 
system. However, San Francisco has been an 
absolute darling and people here have made me 
feel at home. Every experience I’ve had constantly 
inspired me to get better at what I do. 

Namrata Loka

Hometown: Hyderabad

Prior Education: SUNY Buffalo

MA Fashion Journalism

Graduation Date: May 2017

Q: What influenced you to choose your area of study?

A: The way fashion is treated and celebrated today 
makes this one of the most exciting eras in fashion 
history. It is challenging, riveting, and dynamic. 
Given this landscape, and a saturated blogger 
market, I wanted to have a purpose, a presence, 
and a voice. I wanted to be a writer, an educator, 
and a blogger who has earned the privilege of 
being a fashion arbiter. This is why I chose an MA 

in Fashion Journalism, a one-of-a-kind program 
that is dedicated to equipping its graduates with 
the skills necessary to compete, succeed, and 
continue to thrive. I am now confident that it was 
the right investment. 

Q: What are your interests outside of the Academy?

A: Founded as a concept magazine in a Digital 
and Print Magazine Publishing class, Miraya grew 
into a burgeoning business in October 2016. 
The aim was to get Indian design to transcend 
boundaries and extend its impact to a modern 
audience. I’m heading the company which means 
I’m doing merchandising, handling web operations, 
e-commerce - things that I’m learning along the 
way. I’m making full use of my courses here at the 
Academy to do content marketing, social media, 
and develop a strong digital footprint. 

Megha Nair

Hometown: Bangalore

Prior Education: Atria Institute of Technology at 
ASKB Campus

MFA in Game Development

Graduation Date: May 2017

Q: What interested you in studying at the Academy?

A: When I did my research in game development, I 
found that there were only a handful of universities 
that offered a Master’s Degree in this type of focused 
envrionment. The Academy’s faculty has significant 
relevant experience and are practicing professionals 
in their fields. I couldn’t have asked for more.

Q: What do you plan to do after graduation? 

A: My goal in the games industry is to discover 
new ways to push the medium. The experiences 
I want to create are not dreamed up by a single 
brilliant designer, but grow organically from 
collaboration with a variety of disciplines, gender, 
and culture. As a female developer, I look up to 
other females in the industry for inspiration. I am 
confident that I will accomplish all my career goals 
brilliantly and as any of my other male colleagues. 
This will be answering all the doubts people have 
about difference in capabilities. This pushes me 
to become a better developer every day and be the 
best at my work. I would love to encourage more 
women to make games and change the industry to 
accept women as peers.
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Nandita Rajan

Home Town: Chennai

Prior Education: Stella Maris College

MFA Graphic Design

Graduation Date: Fall 2017

Q: Where are you from in India?

A: I am from Chennai in the state of Tamilnadu, 
which is in the south of India. Growing up in this 
beautiful city, I was exposed to various cultural art 
and architecture, which inspired me to have a future 
in the world of design.

Q: What do you like most about your education here?

A: I love being able to experiment with practical 
uses of graphic design, and seeing my designs 
come to life. Working on my thesis has given me a 
wonderful opportunity to select a real life issue and 
express it in my own unique way.

Santosh Korthiwada

Home Town: Hyderabad

Prior Education: Sri Venkateshwara College of 
Architecture

MFA Photography

Date of Graduation: Summer 2017

Q: Can you share a bit about your life in India and 
how you came to study in San Francisco?

A: I was born and raised in Chegunta, a small 
village in the state of Telangana in southern India. 
I studied in a public school and while rest of my 

friends were excelling academically, all I ever did 
was draw and color things. Art was encouraged as 
long as it’s a hobby, however my interest in the fine 
arts continued, secretly. I remember it was my first 
semester undergrad microbiology class and one day 
I just stood up and left.

I borrowed some money from a friend and filled up 
an application to join my college and had a career 
in learning design over 13 years. I needed a creative 
outlet for self-expression and to experience the 
joy of creating art, so I picked up my first roll of 
Kodak film and a 35mm camera in the year 2000. 
Over time, hobby became passion, passion turned 
into love, and love transformed into madness. I 
decided to pursue masters in photography at the 
Academy and came to San Francisco in fall 2014. 
Why the Academy? It was an intuition. So here 
I am, going to the school, studying and truly 
learning something. I’m happy to share more about 
my work on my website.

Q: Do you have any advice for new students coming 
from India to San Francisco?

A: You are making purposeful images, painting 
emotions, drawing and writing dreams, and creating 
beautiful music that might inspire generations to 
come. You are a loving, compassionate human 
being who has an incredible responsibility to take 
the artistic legacy forward. Don’t plan everything in 
advance and don’t design everything in your head. 
Leave enough space so you let things unfold in front 
of you and surprise you. Learn to listen to your 
heart. It’s going to be an extremely difficult path. If 
not making meaningful images drives you insane, 
you are heading in the right direction.

Antara Nandy

Home State: West Bengal

Prior Education: National Institute of Technology

MA in Interior Architecture & Design 

Graduation Date: May 2018 

Q: Can you share a bit about your life in India?

A: Busy streets, spicy food, sweets, forts, 
monuments, gardens, rivers, temples, people talking 
in varied languages all this is an integral part of my 
country, India. Life there is really colorful. There 
are a host of festivals celebrated year round. Due to 
diversity of cultures, you will be able to find widely 
different people who still share a common bond of 
patriotism. 

Q: What do you plan to do after graduation?

A: After graduation, I wish to join an international 
firm and work for a couple of years. Thereafter, it’s 
my dream to work full time for my parental firm, 
B.U. Builders & Consultants Pvt. Ltd. Currently, I 
work there as a freelancer. 

Vrusha Chauhan

Home Town: Mumbai

Prior Education: St. Joseph’s High School

BFA in Web Design & New Media

Graduation Date: Spring 2018

Q: What interested you in the Academy?

A: Firstly, it’s in San Francisco. Secondly, there 
is so much diversity among the students because 
the school has 28 different art majors, which is 
fascinating, because I get to meet people from 
all kind of art majors and different countries. 
One of the best things is the annual Spring Show 
because it gives us chance to showcase our skills 
and work harder. 

Q: What do you like the most about your education here?

A: I get to learn from the instructors who work 
in Silicon Valley, and I’m gaining professional 
experience from my interaction with them. The 
best part of the education here is the high level 
of technology available on campus. As well, I’m 
an Academy Orientation Leader and a Resident 
Assistant at Housing. These two roles helped me 
grow to become a leader and a role model. Back 
home there is no concept of Resident Assistant, so 
I’m glad that I got that opportunity because this is a 
completely new experience for me. 

illustration by gladys perint palmer.
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1929 Richard S. Stephens,  
Art Director for Sunset Magazine, 
founds the Academy of Advertising 
Art with his wife Clara, with a 
beginning enrollment of 45 students. 

1951 Richard A. Stephens,  
son of founder Richard S. Stephens, 
becomes President. 

1992 Elisa Stephens, 
granddaughter of founder Richard S. 
Stephens, is appointed President.

1929 Clara Stephens, 
Co-founder, Academy of Advertising 
Art  San Francisco.

Academic Calendar
Semester Dates

Spring 2017: February 6 – May 27

Summer 2017: June 26- August 16

Fall 2017: September 5 – December 18

facebook.com/
AcademyofArtUniversity twitter.com/academy_of_art

youtube.com/user/
academyofartu/

https://www.pinterest.com/
academyofartuni/
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FEATURED ALUMNUS |  
Sasanka Velicheria

A native of 
Hyderabad, 
Sasanka Velicheria 
experienced early 
exposure to the 
world of cinema, as 
he was surrounded 
by the Telugu 
film industry, also 
named ‘Tolly-
wood’. Hyderabad 
locals are known to 
be avid filmgoers, 
and perhaps some 
of this homegrown 

film enthusiasm led Sasanka to where he is today.

Though an experienced animator prior to attending 
the Academy of Art, Sasanka decided in 2008 that 
he was not satisfied as an artist, and wanted to learn 

more about animation and film-making. He began 
to work on his own stories outside of his professional 
duties, though felt this experience was not fulfilling 
his dream to be a perfect story-teller, so he began his 
search for a university where he could “go back to the 
basics” of learning story-telling. When he came across 
Academy of Art University’s programs, he realized 
that here, in San Francisco, he could have an opportu-
nity to focus on Motion Picture studies, in addition to 
the standard Animation and VFX curriculum.

After earning his BFA in 3D Animation and VFX 
in 2012, Sasanka, like many of our graduates in this 
field, landed with his feet on the ground and ready 
to join the exciting world of the film industry in Cal-
ifornia. Upon graduation, he worked as a freelancer 
in both San Francisco and Los Angeles, which led 
him to a role at Betasoft Systems as a creative director 
overseeing corporate advertising, concept writing and 
cinematography. Sasanka also honed his VFX skills at 
a home ware manufacturing company, helping them 
to facilitate an in-house VFX production team with a 
standard green screen room, a film division, and edit 

room. After working for four years in the US, Saskana 
decided to move back to India, and was hired as the 
leading creative director at GENEMS Systems, where 
he oversaw educational software content. 

He has recently finished two short films inspired by real 
life incidents, and one feature-length live action film 
inspired by a book. Never a dull moment in his reper-
toire, Sasanka is in the midst of writing 26 episodes of 
a 2D/3D animation series based on an inspiration from 
dystopian artwork. Sasanka is an avid lecturer in his 
field, and somehow finds time to mentor students who 
are creating their first short films.

Sasanka’s advice to students coming from India is to 
keep working their way into the industry, even if little 
by little. He notes, “The best way to enter is through 
proper education and exposure. The first opportunity 
might not come easy, but with honest commitment 
and continuous effort, the path towards success with 
desirable opportunities will be achieved.”

May 5: Media Awards

May 6: Graduate Fashion Show

May 10: Graduate Commencement

May 11: Undergraduate Commencement

May 18: Opening of 2017 Spring Show Student Showcase


